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UNCLAS CAIRO 0638 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, EG, LE 

SUBJECT: EGYPT DENOUNCES INTERVENTION OF LEBANESE ARMY AIRCRAET 

REE: CAIRO 0539 

1. BANNER HEADLINES AND LEADING FRONT PAGE ARTICLES IN ALL 
THREE CAIRO ARABIC DAILIES JANUARY 17 ARE DEVOTED TO LEBANESE 
ARMY AIRCRAFT ATTACKS AGAINST QUOTE NATIONALIST AND PALESTINIAN 
RESISTANCE FORCES UNQUOTE NEARD AMOUR. PAPERS CARRY EULL REPORT 
OF FIGHTING AND CLOUSRE OF BEIRUT AIRPORT. 

2. ALL PAPERS REPORT STATMENT OF EGYPTIAN QUOTE OEFICIAL 
SOURCE UNQUOTE THAT QUOTE EGYPT - PRESDIENT, GOVERNMENT, AND 
PEOPLE - CONDEMN AGGRESSION LAUNCHED BY LEBANESE AIREORCE 
AGAINST PALESTINIAN CAMPS IN LEBANON. EGYPT ALSO DEMANDS 
IMMEDIATE MEASURES AT HIGHEST LEVEL TO HALT THIS AGGRESSION AND 
TO BRING THOSE RESPONSIBLE TO ACCOUNT. UNQUOTE. SOURCE ADDED 
THAT PALESTINIAN GUERRILLA PRESENCE IN LEBANON IS SACRED TRUST 
OF LEBANESE GOVERNMENT, AND EGYPT IN CONDEMING AGGRESSION 
AGAINST THEM, IS CERTAIN SHE EXPRESSES EEELINGS OF ARAB NATIONS. 
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3. FRONT PAGE EDITORIAL IN AHRAM DEPLORES LEBANESE AIRFORCE 
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INTERVENTION, SAYING THIS ADDS NEW DIMENSION TO CRISIS BY 
PUTTING LEBANESE PRIMIN/MINDEF RASHID KARAMY IN DIFFICULT 
POSITION. IF AIRFORCE ACTED WITHOUT KARAMY'S APPROVAL HE MUST 
ANNOUNCE THIS AND RESIGN. BLATANT ARMY INTERVENTION IN FIGHTING ALSO 
THREATENS ARMY UNITY QUOTE UNLESS ARMY WIDENS SCOPE OF ITS 
INTERVENTION AND TAKES OVER POWER UNQUOTE. 

4. MEETING OF CHAIRMEN OF CONSTITUTIONAL INSTITUTIONS ON 
LEBANESE CRISIS (REFTEL) SCHEDULED FOR 1300 JANUARY 17. PEOPLES 
ASSEMBLY ARAB AFFAIRS AND FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE WILL MEET 
AGAIN JANUARY 19 AND HAVE INVITED DEP PRIMIN/FORMIN FAHMY AND 
EGYPTIAN AMBASSADOR TO LEBANON AHMED LUTFI MITWALLI TO ATTEND IN 
ORDER SHED LIGHT ON LEBANESE SITUATION. 

5. AKHBAR AL-YOM'S LONDON CORRESPONDENT REPORTS THAT QUOTE 
WESTERN INTELLIGENCE SOURCES UNQUOTE BELIEVE MIDDLE EAST SITUA- 
TION EXTREMELY GRAVE AND EXPECT WAR TO BE RESUMED AT ANY MOMENT. 

THERE ARE QUOTE STRONG APPREHENSIONS UNQUOTE THAT ISRAEL MAY 
INVADE SOUTHERN LEBANON FOLLOWING CONCLUSION OF UNSC DEBATE. 
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